Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 103233 TOSEC 040026 
ORIGIN PRS-01 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 SSO-OO CCO-OO NSCE-00 NSC-05 
/022R 

DRAFTED BY S/PRS FZBROWN :MDK 
APPROVED BY S/PRS FREDERICK Z. BROWN 
S/S - MR. GAMBLE 

0602 10Z 033095 /62 

P 060103Z MAY 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 103233 TOSEC 040026 

FOR HODDING CARTER FROM S/PRS - BROWN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: DEPUTY SPOKESMAN'S COMMENTS ON F-4 SALE TO TURKEY 
NO. 1. 

FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF EXCHANGE AT NOON PRESS BRIEFING 
MAY 5 ON SUBJECT OF F-4 SALE TO TURKEY: 

BEGIN TEXT 

Q: IS THERE ANY COMMENT ABOUT THE DECISION BY THE TWO 
COMMITTEES IN CONGRESS TO DROP THE REQUEST BY THE 
ADMINISTRATION TO ALLOW TURKEY TO BUY THROUGH THE FMS 
PROGRAM ADDITIONAL F-4'S? 

A: WELL, WE ARE DISAPPOINTED THAT THE FULL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM FOR TURKEY WILL APPARENTLY NOT BE APPROVED, AND 
WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING THE F-4 MODERNIZATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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PROGRAM FOR THE TURKISH ARMED FORCES. AND WE ARE READY 
TO EXPLORE WITH TURKISH AUTHORITIES WAYS TO KEEP THE 
PROGRAM GOING. 

Q: HOW CAN YOU DO THAT? 

A: WELL, WE SEE VARIOUS SOLUTIONS, INCLUDING USE OF 
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FOREIGN MILITARY SALES CREDITS PROPOSED FOR TURKEY IN 1978. 

I CAN T GET INTO DISCUSSING IN ADVANCE CONCERNING THE 
VARIOUS WAYS THIS MIGHT BE DONE. BUT I THINK THE MAIN 
THING IS TO EXPRESS THE FACT THAT WE REMAIN COMMITTED 
TO THAT, AND WE ARE SOMEWHAT DISAPPOINTED THAT THE FULL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM HAS NOT BEEN - APPARENTLY WILL NOT BE 
APPROVED. 

Q: DID THE ADMINISTRATION MAKE ANY EFFORT AT ALL TO 
SAVE THAT? IT LOOKS LIKE A DEAL WAS STRUCK THE DAY 
AFTER YOU PROPOSED IT. 

A: WELL, I THINK OUR VIEWS WERE PRESENTED RATHER 
COGENTLY IN TESTIMONY BY COUNSELOR NIMETZ ON APRIL 2 1ST 
AND OTHER APPEARANCES BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
IN THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS. 

THE CONGRESS HAS MADE OTHER MODIFICATIONS IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S PROGRAM OF SECURITY ASSISTANCE, AND 
I WOULD NOTE THAT IT HAS APPROVED APPARENTLY THE REST OF 
THE PROGRAM FOR TURKEY. SO IN THAT SENSE WE ARE NOT 
ENTIRELY DISAPPOINTED. 

JUST TO AMPLIFY THAT, WE ARE PLEASED WITH THE APPARENT 
INTENTION OF THE CONGRESS TO ACCEPT THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
RECOMMENDATION OF AN FMS CREDIT LEVEL FOR TURKEY OF 
$175 MILLION IN 1978 COMPARED TO $125 MILLION IN 1977. 

WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN CUTBACKS IN ADMINISTRATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PROPOSALS FOR SECURITY ASSISTANCE IN MANY AREAS, THE 

ACTIONS TAKEN AS A WHOLE DID NOT IN ANY WAY SINGLE OUT 
TURKEY FOR SPECIAL ADVERSE TREATMENT. 

Q: FRED, YOU SAID YOU WERE SOMEWHAT DISAPPOINTED WITH 
THE FMS ACTION. WHY? WHAT IS THE RESULT OF THAT? 

A: WELL, WE WANTED THE WHOLE PACKAGE FOR TURKEY AND, 
THEREFORE, WE WERE DISAPPOINTED IN THIS CHANGE WITH 
REGARD TO THE F-4 ASPECT OF IT. THAT IS WHY WE ARE 
LOOKING AT DIFFERENT WAYS TO DO IT. 

Q: WILL THIS ADD STRAINS TO THE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
TURKEY? 

A: I WOULDN'T WANT TO SPECULATE ON THAT. IT IS A 

PROGRAM THAT WE SUPPORTED AND WHICH WE ARE TRYING TO GET. 
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Q: DISAPPOINTMENT ISN’T EXPRESSED JUST IN THE ABSTRACT 
NORMALLY. THERE MUST BE SOME TANGIBLE RESULT THAT YOU 
EXPECT TO COME FROM THIS CONGRESSIONAL REFUSAL TO GO 
ALONG WITH THE RECOMMENDATION. 

A: I WOULDN'T WANT TO SPECULATE ON ANY TANGIBLE RESULT. 

Q: FRED. I AM NOT SURE. 

DID YOU SUGGEST THAT YOU CAN MODERNIZE THE F-4 FLEET OR 
AIR FORCE IN TURKEY BY USING CREDITS ALREADY IN THE 
WHAT, THE BUDGET PACKAGE THAT THEY DID APPROVE? 

A: WHICH MAY BE APPROVED. THAT IS FMS FOR FY 78, YES. 

THAT IS A POSSIBILITY. BUT, I DON'T THINK I BETTER GET 
INTO POSSIBLE WAYS OF DOING THIS AND JUST EXPRESS THE 
THOUGHT THAT WE ARE GOING TO EXPLORE OTHER WAYS OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CARRYING OUT THE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM. 

Q: WELL, I MIGHT NOT ASK THIS QUESTION IF I HAD A 
LITTLE TIME TO DO SOME HOMEWORK, BUT BEFORE WE LOSE YOU 
HERE, ISN'T IT POSSIBLE THAT THE CONGRESS WILL NOT 
APPROVE OF WHAT SEEMS ON THE FACE OF IT HERE TO BE A 
SUBTERFUGE FOR DOING THE SAME THING? 

A: WELL, ANYTHING WE DO WOULD BE IN COMPLETE COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE INTENT OF CONGRESS. WE ARE NOT GOING TO ENGAGE 
IN ANY KIND OF SUBTERFUGE. BUT, THERE ARE VARIOUS WAYS 
TO DO IT. 

END TEXT 
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66011 

DRAFTED BY :EUR/SE:RCEWING:LB 
APPROVED BY :EUR/SE:NCLEDSKY 
EUR/P:WGEHRON 
S/PRS : JTRATTNER 

061738Z 052363 /43 

O 061502Z MAY 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ANKARA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 103233 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE SENT ACTION USDEL SECRETARY 
06 MAY 77. 

QUOTE: UNCLAS STATE 103233 TOSEC 040026 
FOR HODDING CARTER FROM S/PRS - BROWN 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: DEPUTY SPOKESMAN'S COMMENTS ON F-4 SALE TO TURKEY 
NO. 1. 

FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF EXCHANGE AT NOON PRESS BRIEFING 
MAY 5 ON SUBJECT OF F-4 SALE TO TURKEY: 

BEGIN TEXT 
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Q: IS THERE ANY COMMENT ABOUT THE DECISION BY THE TWO 
COMMITTEES IN CONGRESS TO DROP THE REQUEST BY THE 
ADMINISTRATION TO ALLOW TURKEY TO BUY THROUGH THE FMS 
PROGRAM ADDITIONAL F-4'S? 

A: WELL, WE ARE DISAPPOINTED THAT THE FULL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM FOR TURKEY WILL APPARENTLY NOT BE APPROVED, AND 
WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING THE F-4 MODERNIZATION 
PROGRAM FOR THE TURKISH ARMED FORCES. AND WE ARE READY 
TO EXPLORE WITH TURKISH AUTHORITIESSWAYS TO KEEP THE 
PROGRAM GOING. 

Q: HOW CAN YOU DO THAT? 
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A: WELL, WE SEE VARIOUS SOLUTIONS, INCLUDING USE OF 
FOREIGN MILITARY SALES CREDITS PROPOSED FOR TURKEY IN 1978. 

I CAN T GET INTO DISCUSSING IN ADVANCE CONCERNING THE 
VARIOUS WAYS THIS MIGHT BE DONE. BUT I THINK THE MAIN 
THING IS TO EXPRESS THE FACT THAT WE REMAIN COMMITTED 
TO THAT, AND WE ARE SOMEWHAT DISAPPOINTED THAT THE FULL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM HAS NOT BEEN - APPARENTLY WILL NOT BE 
APPROVED. 

Q: DID THE ADMINISTRATION MAKE ANY EFFORT AT ALL TO 
SAVE THAT? IT LOOKS LIKE A DEAL WAS STRUCK THE DAY 
AFTER YOU PROPOSED IT. 

A: WELL, I THINK OUR VIEWS WERE PRESENTED RATHER 
COGENTLY IN TESTIMONY BY COUNSELOR NIMETZ ON APRIL 2 1ST 
AND OTHER APPEARANCES BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES 
IN THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS. 

THE CONGRESS HAS MADE OTHER MODIFICATIONS IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION’S PROGRAM OF SECURITY ASSISTANCE, AND 
I WOULD NOTE THAT IT HAS APPROVED APPARENTLY THE REST OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE PROGRAM FOR TURKEY. SO IN THAT SENSE WE ARE NOT 
ENTIRELY DISAPPOINTED. 

JUST TO AMPLIFY THAT, WE ARE PLEASED WITH THE APPARENT 
INTENTION OF THE CONGRESS TO ACCEPT THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
RECOMMENDATION OF AN FMS CREDIT LEVEL FOR TURKEY OF 
$175 MILLION IN 1978 COMPARED TO $125 MILLION IN 1977. 

WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN CUTBACKS IN ADMINISTRATION 
PROPOSALS FOR SECURITY ASSISTANCE IN MANY AREAS, THE 

ACTIONS TAKEN AS A WHOLE DID NOT IN ANY WAY SINGLE OUT 
TURKEY FOR SPECIAL ADVERSE TREATMENT. 

Q: FRED, YOU SAID YOU WERE SOMEWHAT DISAPPOINTED WITH 
THE FMS ACTION. WHY? WHAT IS THE RESULT OF THAT? 

A: WELL, WE WANTED THE WHOLE PACKAGE FOR TURKEY AND, 
THEREFORE, WE WERE DISAPPOINTED IN THIS CHANGE WITH 
REGARD TO THE F-4 ASPECT OF IT. THAT IS WHY WE ARE 
LOOKING AT DIFFERENT WAYS TO DO IT. 

Q: WILL THIS ADD STRAINS TO THE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
TURKEY? 

A: I WOULDN'T WANT TO SPECULATE ON THAT. IT IS A 

PROGRAM THAT WE SUPPORTED AND WHICH WE ARE TRYING TO GET. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Q: DISAPPOINTMENT ISN’T EXPRESSED JUST IN THE ABACT 
NORMALLY. THERE MUST BE SOME TANGIBLE RESULT THAT YOU 
EXPECT TO COME FROM THIS CONGRESSIONAL REFUSAL TO GO 
ALONG WITH THE RECOMMENDATION. 

A: I WOULDN'T WANT TO SPECULATE ON ANY TANGIBLE RESULT. 

Q: FRED. I AM NOT SURE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DID YOU SUGGEST THAT YOU CAN MODERNIZE THE F-4 FLEET OR 
AIR FORCE IN TURKEY BY USING CREDITS ALREADY IN THE 
WHAT, THE BUDGET PACKAGE THAT THEY DID APPROVE? 

A: WHICH MAY BE APPROVED. THAT IS FMS FOR FY 78, YES. 

THAT IS A POSSIBILITY. BUT, I DON'T THINK I BETTER GET 
INTO POSSIBLE WAYS OF DOING THIS AND JUST EXPRESS THE 
THOUGHT THAT WE ARE GOING TO EXPLORE OTHER WAYS OF 
CARRYING OUT THE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM. 

Q: WELL, I MIGHT NOT ASK THIS QUESTION IF I HAD A 
LITTLE TIME TO DO SOME HOMEWORK, BUT BEFORE WE LOSE YOU 
HERE, ISN'T IT POSSIBLE THAT THE CONGRESS WILL NOT 
APPROVE OF WHAT SEEMS ON THE FACE OF IT HERE TO BE A 
SUBTERFUGE FOR DOING THE SAME THING? 

A: WELL, ANYTHING WE DO WOULD BE IN COMPLETE COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE INTENT OF CONGRESS. WE ARE NOT GOING TO ENGAGE 
IN ANY KIND OF SUBTERFUGE. BUT, THERE ARE VARIOUS WAYS 
TO DO IT. 

END TEXT 

CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPGER 
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